. Arden Friel in his gun workshop at Clover Lick.

Gunsmith
on the Greenbrier

den Friel, 54, has been making guns for 39 years

but still doesn’t consider himself professional.

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

Before the Clvll War was over the
mumzle-loading rifle was laid away in
history's attic, 1‘"]‘1.1! ] h?, brf‘t!']“l Yo
ers like the Sharpa carbins

and ta soes
Crsare

Yet today in West Virginia you may ordes
a new [flintlock of Percusshm-cap mumle-lond
er from one of ot least four Mountaineer Frn
shogs which are well known for manul actur-
ing the anlique Woeapons Such ahons
caled in Elking, Webster Springs. Hl:r:h;
pon, and Clover Lick

Clover Lick, in case you didnt know. W
in Pocahonlas Counly, near Stony Bollom. It
is 15 miles from Marlinlon, and nine miles
from Cass, accessible by blackiop road
which might be mistaken, in poor light by a
poor engineer who was alse a poor ‘woods
man, for a fal blacksnake

Arden Friel iz the Clover Lick gunsmith
His bome perches beside the Greenbrier Hiv
er, and his shop, which houses a [antasti
conglomer .Il‘|-"l1ll of mach neTy Eun paris
shovings, sawdus  tools. and dir
a2 nearby hill

Friel, who is now 54 sayvs he has been mak
ing guns since be was 15. Bul he doesn't cor
sider himselfl a prolessional

“1 was a machmist,” be said, “for a whil
in Cleveland, but most all my life 1 was
conl miner in West Virginia. 1 worked |
several places, and was always a hand loa
er. One of Lhe reasons 1 quit the mines wa
the new mochines that come in. No mo
hand londing now, and that's what 1 liked |
do."

Arden Friel does nol appear to be the so
of moan who could be hurried or excited, v
by the possibilily of sudden fortune. His 1
ing room is flled largely by a wood-barnis
stove and dogens of guns in need of repal
For Friel does a big repair business in a
dition to manufacturing hand-made weapot

Other rifles, pistols, and sholguns in go
working order f[estoon the walls

“Only have one gun for sale now," he sa
“and IW's a modern gun, a varmint rifls
He handed me a beautiful weapon, & ha
crafted 22250 rifle with a Douglas (G
Douglans of Charleston) barrel, Mauser acti
and an unusual stock made from a bla
supplied by a commercial dealer.

“That stock,” said Friel, “is laminated w
nut and maple. There's n base for a se
mount on this gun.”

Telescopic sights are mounted on =
high-velocity rifles for the simple reason t
they reach out hundreds of yards to targ
barely visible to the naked eve, The slug
no bigger in diameter than that in the
2 at the carnival shooling gallery, but
powder charge in the .22-250 could blow
carnival rifle to pieces, if il were poss
to gel the bigger shell in the chamber.

Friel's biggest order right now is fr
Kyle Neighbors of Cass. Neighbors has a 1
seum at Cass, but is working on & more |
bitious project for which he wants Friel
make him 10 muzzle-loading rifles, Friel &

eans agauns
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Hammers of double-barrel shotgun Friel mede for his
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